THE HIMACHAL PRADESH WATER SUPPLY ACT, 1968
As amended 1n 1978 and 1983

An

Act
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(3) It shall come into force at once,
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vii)  “Local authority means a co-operative socicty, Gram Panchayat, Panchayat
Sirmiti, Zila Panishad , Municipal Committee or nuy other authority entrusted
by the Government with the Development or control or management of water
supply scheme ;

wviil)" Municipal Commuttee” and “Notificd arca Commuttec” have the meanings
respectively assigned to these expressions in the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911 as
enforce in Himachal Pradesh;

ix) * Prescnibed * means “prescribed by rules made under this Act,

%) * Rural Arca” means the wholke of the emitories of Himachal Pradesh with the
exclusion of the urban area;

xi1) * Schedule™ means schedule to this Act;
xii) * Scheme™ means a water supply scheme initiated under section 3 ;
xifi) * Urban arca™ means the towns specified in the Schedule |

Xiv)"Water rate™ means the charge for the time being levied by the State Govemment
under section 5 or by the focal “authority under Sub-section (2) of section 6".

3. The State Government may , from time to time to time initiste drinking water
supply scheme for the benefit of the public in raral and urban areas in Himachal
Pradesh and may also maintain and improve the existing water supplies,

4. Section omitted in 1983,
5. Levy of water rates
1.The State Government shall levy a water rate for water supplied 10 a consumer ,
by a water supply scheme managed dircctly by the Government or by the beneficiary
1o whom the scheme may be entrusted, at, such rates as may be specified by the State
Government by notification published in the Official Gazelte , from time to time .

2.The recovery of the water charges shall be effected from the individuals on the
basis of flal rate or on the basis of metered connections

3, The water rate levied shall, if not paid when due, be recovered as if it were an
arrear of land revenue. *



6. “Handing over of Water Supply Schemes.”

(1) Where a local authority is prepared to take over and maintain any
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Power o
make rules

E(1) Any consumer who has a water connection registered in his name
shall be lisble to pay a water rate to the beneficiary in case a scheme has been
handed , over to that beneficiary for development, management or control of
waler supply scheme.

(2) In case there is no beneficiary and a water supply schemo is
managed by the State Government directly the consumer shall be liable to
pay the water rate to the State Government .

9. The State Government shall have the power 1o add or amend, vary
or rescind the scheduie.

10. (1) Whoever , without proper suthority , and voluntarity docs any of

following acts , that is \to say:-

(a) Corrupts or fouls the water of any waler supply scheme 0 as to
render it less fit for the purpose for which it is ordinarily used:

(b)  Destroys , damages, alters, obstructs or injures, any dam, well ,

embankment, sluice, reservair , pipe, tap structure, or other works constructed
. maintained or controfled by the State Government , or by a beneficiary for
purification, storage of supply of water under a water supply scheme;

(¢)  Violates any rule made under this Act, for breach where of | a

penalty may be incurred , shall be liable on conviction before a Magistrate of
such class as the State Government directs in this behalf in the prescribed
manner, 1o a fine not exceeding one month, or to both .

(2)  Nothing herein contained shall prevent any person from being
prosecuted under any other law or any offence punishable under
this Act. Provided that no person shall be punished twice for the
same offence.

(3) Nothing herein contained shall prevent the State Government or the
beneficiary as the case may be from recovering damages from the person who
commits any of the acts mentioned in sub-section (1) of this section.

11, (1) The State Government may make rules for camying out the

purposes of this act.

(2)  In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the

foregoing power such rule may prescribe for -

(a)  The principles and conditions on which the scheme under section

3 shall be initiated;



(b) the guiding principal to be followed in the fixation of water rate
under section 5,
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Distriots SCHEDULE
1, Bilaspur 2. Chamba.

3, Hamirpur 4. Kangra

5, Solan 6. Kinnaur

7. Kullu §. Lahaul-Spiti

9. Shimla 10, Mandi

11. Sirmour 12. Una



